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History - Architect: Ammi B. 
Young. Overseers: Professors 

Chamberlain and Hale. Architect selected in 
1827, building completed in 1828. Named for 
John Thornton, benefactor of the college 
under Eleazar Wheelock, the founder and first 
president. Served as a dormitory until 1871; 
since it has had various uses. Underwent 
major remodelling in 1924. 
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Description - Painted, white "brick on granite foundation. 
Three stories plus basement. Gable ends on roof. Simple 
rectangular plan, 50« x 70'. Fixed slat shutters. Simply 
detailed cornice. Exterior very similar to Wentworth Hall, 
which was built as part of the same project at the same 
time. 
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